
Roberts Creek Official Community Plan Commission (RCOCPC)
Board Meeting Minutes:  November 16, 2005  

Roberts Creek School
  
Present: Donna Shugar (Chairperson), David Moul (Secretary), Elaine Futterman, 

Mike Alllegretti, Carolann Glover, Graham Nash, Trish DesBrisay, Jim 
Budd, and Germaine Wilson

1)  Opening and Check-in: Rebecca Porter will not be attending as the Trails Open 
House with her was just last night.

2)  Agenda:  The agenda as e-mailed, by Donna, to the members on November 14th 
is found in the attachment below (attachment #1

3)  Approval of Previous Minutes:  Elaine moved that the previous minutes be 
adopted.  Trish seconded.  Motion carried.  

4) Correspondence:  
4.1) Correspondence was sent to the SCRD  Board asking that they  

send a letter to Heart of the Creek requesting that they incorporate 
parking signage into their development.  It was passed as a Board 
resolution and so will be done.

4.2) A memo was received from the SCRD  Planning and Development 
Division, on November 9, concerning the Integrated Stormwater 
Management Planning for Elphinstone, West Howe Sound, and eastern 
Roberts Creek.  Two upcoming information/open house meetings were 
noted:

1) On November 28th there will be a meeting at the Heritage Playhouse 
between 4:30 and 8:30 pm.

2) On November 29th there will be a meeting at Chaster House from 4:30 
to 8:30 pm, in Elphinstone. OCPC members were urged to attend  
(Action:  Members)

5)  Business Arising from the Previous Minutes:
5.1) (Kennels – item 5.1)

Elaine reported on the Information Meeting concerning the zoning bylaw
amendment for kennels that took place at 7:00 pm, on November 8, at the 
Field Road offices of the SCRD.  Several weaknesses in the proposed 
zoning bylaw were pointed out.  For example, the meeting did not 
address the kennel regulation bylaw which we felt should go hand in 
hand with the zoning bylaw. Greg Grebka tried to answer as many 
questions as he could but did agree there were many good questions 
which he could not answer. 
Carolann stated that a questionnaire was passed out to all who attended 
and that minutes were taken of the proceedings.  A report will be 
generated and submitted to the SCRD Board.

5.2) (Subdivision Process – item 5.2)
Donna has communicated with Judy Skogstad and Paul Thompson 
concerning the subdivision process.  Specifically, she inquired of the 



provisions for informing neighbours of the proposed development(s).  
The answer is that subdivisions have to be advertised and a sign (made 
by the proponent) with the legislated information be placed in a 
prominent site on the property under consideration. See correspondence 
in attachment #2 below.

6) New Business:
6.1) Trails Open House

6.1.1 35 people attended the Trails open house on November 15th at the 
Roberts Creek School.  A two page questionnaire was handed out.

6.1.2 Donna has pointed out to Randy Udahl that $15,000 for trail 
development had been promised to Roberts Creek, not a lesser 
amount.  Randy will bring a report before the SCRD Community 

Services Meeting on November 17th recommending that these 
funds be designated to the Creek as had been originally 
promised.

6.2) Bike Lanes Donna reported that the Cycling Initiatives Project of the 
Provincial Government has been re-instated.  The deadline to apply 
for funding for projects to be completed before March of 2007 is the end 
of January 2006.  Matching funds up to $250,000 are available to the 
Regional District for transportation cycling.  (Note this project is not for 
recreational cycling.)

6.3) Greenshores  The Greenshores project is due to begin in January 
2006.  The tides are low enough then to do the work required.  A 
coordinator is needed.  Joan Higgs may be able to do that job.  
Germaine has volunteered to help.  The project is to be finished by the 
end of April and hopefully some good guidelines will be generated.  See 
attachment  #3.

6.4 Transportation Issues The unofficially named Lemon Road is being 
de-activated by the Ministry of Forests.  In order to alleviate concerns for 
people trying to access the properties in the area The Department of 
Highways will extend Byng Road and maintain it.   Highways is only 
taking this step because the access from Lemon onto the Highway is so 
dangerous.

6.5 Land Resource Management Plan (LRMP)
6.5.1 The SCRD will invite political people (decision makers?) 

sometime in January to address the communityÕs concerns re. BC 
Timber Sales designation of land for logging and the types of 
logging they employ

6.5.2 There will be an information session on LRMPs on November 29th 
at the Sunshine Coast Arts Centre, in Sechelt.

6.6 Weyerhauser / Brascan Donna read out the correspondence between 
Betty Baxter and Brascan inquiring about their intentions for their Roberts 
Creek holdings.  Essentially Brascan said that the Community should 



view them as a fiber company and not one contemplating land 
development. See attachment #4 below.

6.7 OCPC Elections The RCOCPC elections are next Wednesday 

(November 23rd) at 8:00 pm.  Donna will conduct the election and supply 
the necessary pens and pencils.  Mike will make and distribute posters 
and assemble the ballots.

7) OCP Review Items.  
  The following items have been identified so far: 
 OCP – Items for Review

1) Beach access
2) Foreshore erosion and retaining walls
3) Addition of a mission statement
4) Road allowances 
5) Signage
6) Tree retention on private land
7) Greenways
8) Design guidelines for the commercial core
9) Change bylaws to permit home based business           

proprietors to be able to teach or offer classes.
10) Lighting
11) Property usages
12) More types of unique zoning.
13) Downtown parking (new)
14) ALR review (new)
15) Terms of reference and a mission statement

8)  Next Meeting

The next meeting will be determined after the elections on the 23rd.
(Secretarial comment - The meeting was later scheduled for December 

14th at 7:00 pm at the school.)

9)  Adjournment  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.



ATTACHMENTS
Attachment # 1
Here is my last agenda as chair:

Nov 16/05
1.  Minutes of Oct 19/05
2.  Correspondence:  email to SCRD re Heart of the Creek email regarding Storm 

water management open house: sent previously
3.  LRMP meeting:  request to SCRD to invite political level public information meeting 

Nov. 29, 7pm Seaside
4.  Kennel public info meeting:  report from Mike and Elaine, Carolann, Donna 
5.  Subdivision and public info:  Donna
6.  Trails:  public open house
7.  Bike lanes
8.  Green Shores:  needs a coordinator.  Time line.
9.  Transportation:  Byng Rd above highway
10. Weyco lands:  report
11. OCPC elections:  Nov 23, 8pm HallOCPC Agenda  October 19, 2005

Attachment #2
From Donna to the OCPC on November 2/05

In response to some questions raised at the APC and the OCPC I am forwarding some text sent to me judy 
Skogstad to both groups.  
ALR
The ALR review required is in the area covered by the Roberts Creek OCP - the information is on the SCRD 
Web Site - under Community Services, Planning & Development, Official Community Plan Reviews and 
Land Reserve Applications.  The resolution of the Board was the following:

"Subject to the rights of individuals to continue to make applications, the Regional District in principle does 
not support Agricultural Land Reserve Non Farm use, Subdivision or Exclusion applications in the Roberts 
Creek Official Community Plan area until the Regional District has completed a public review of the policies 
in the Roberts Creek Official Community Plan respecting the Agicultural Land Reserve and, if required as a 
result of the review, has amended the Roberts Creek OCP."

Public notice re:Subdivisions (This is response to a question about subdivisions which do not violate any 
terms in the OCP or other bylaws and don't require a public hearing)

Our Fees and Procedures Bylaw requires that within 10 days of submitting an application for subdivision, an 
applicant to post a notice sign on the land that is the subject of the subdivision application.  Paul T. has 
advised me that this has not necessarily been happening - so it is an issue that we need to follow up on.

Our bylaw also requires a public information meeting for an application of a subdivision comprising more than 
10 hectares of land or the creation of 10 or more lots.  For these meetings, property owners are notified within 
100 metres of the land subject to the sudivision and an ad must be published in the local newspaper at least one 
week and not more than two weeks before the public information meeting.  This has been occurring- for 
example, we just had a public information meeting for two subdivisions (adjacent to each other) in Electoral 
Area A.  We do not tend to get these types of subdivisions in Area D.

Donna



Attachment #3
Correspondence from Donna on November 8/05

Hi Everybody

The Green Shores project is set to begin!  But we need a local coordinator.  It cannot be me at this 
point.  So I have asked 2 people to co chair:  JOan Higgs (waiting for a reply) and Kye Goodwin 
who wants to be involved in the discussions about the estuary but says he's no good at organizing 
people.  Are any of you interested or know someone who would be?  It is an excellent project with 
a limited time frame.
Please let me know your thoughts ASAP
Thanks
Donna

Donna
Got final word today that we have our FULL Green Shores budget.  Knowing that I have drafted up a 
proposed plan for the Robert's Creek case example based on the full budget that we submitted. It is 
attached as a word document. Remember this is just a DRAFT document for you to consider and 
provide comment on.  I wrote the objectives based on our initial conversations, but that was so long 
ago that I likely have missed something. Pls review the objectives and the proposed process....an 
initial site visit and meeting with key interested parties, development of the Green Shores alternatives 
and approach, reporting and outreach at a community workshop .......and see how that sits with you. 
 
I will be the key contact for the Robert's Creek case example on behalf of the Green Shores team, 
John Readshaw, a coastal Engineer with Sandwell Inc will work with me on coastal design issues and 
Gretchen Harlow will represent the BC Stewardship Centre who are sponsoring the overall project. 
From your end I'd like to know the following:
 
1. The local Champion for Robert's Creek - a person who will help coordinate the site visit, community 
involvement and outreach workshop organization. It will be much easier doing that from your end 
than ours. I'm kind of hoping that's you!
 
2/. What do you see as the "area" scope of the project? I used 10km of shoreline in our proposal, 
could you give me a quick sketch of the area of interest that I can transfer to a hydro graphic chart 
(Fax 250 383-0103). Also your input on the degree of effort to be spent on the Robert's Creek 
breakwater issue vs.. residential shore would be appreciated.
 
3.  Your input on the proposed time line. As usual funding for these kinds of projects gets confirmed 
just at the beginning of the night-time only low tide cycle.  The next useful daylight low tides (and 
they are not very low) is around January 2006. Ideally we would like to do the site visit earlier than 
that, but your comments re timelines would be appreciated.
 
I am looking forward to getting started on this project, I'm really glad we have a Sunshine Coast case 
example as there appears to be such great support for Green Shores in your area.
Brian
 
 
Brian Emmett, M.Sc. 
Director, Marine Environmental Services Division 



Archipelago Marine Research Ltd 
Tel: 250-383-4535 
Fax 250-383-0103 
Attachment #4
Betty Baxter’s email of November 14/05

Here is our response from the Brascan folks - back to square one.
 
Betty
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Hayley, Len 
To: bettybaxter@dccnet.com 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2005 12:34 PM
Subject: Roberts Creek

Dear Betty and Dennis 

Thank you for your letter dated October 28, 2005, regarding your interest in our holdings at 
Roberts Creek.   As a timber company, our primary business is growing and harvesting 
trees and these lands are some of the best growing sites we have for fibre.  Our intention 
at this stage is to continue to manage them for forestry and, as such, we are not at this 
time engaging in any discussions on their sale or development as was envisioned in the 
Weyerhaeuser world.

Should you wish to better understand our forestry plans for this area please contact Bill 
Waugh, General Manager, Planning.  His number is 1-250-468-6823.

Len Hayley 
Director 
Timberlands and Properties Division 
Island Timberlands Limited Partnership 
4th Floor - 925 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V6C 3L2 

tel:       1-604-648-4604 
fax:      1-604-681-9674 
cell:     1-604-220-6786 

 


